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trying. It will be necessary, of course,
to water them, as the boxes will dry
out.

Anything that injures the vines of
the sweet potato plant will reduce the
yield. This is due to the fact that ex-
tensive vines are produced as a re-
sult of an abundance of nitrogen hi
the soil. In order to balance the ni-
trogen-effect, the plant must manufac-
ture sugar and starch to fill out the
tubers. The more leaves, the better.
If the leaves are cut off, the manu-
facture of starch is reduced, and the
tubers do not fill out properly. Vines
root at the nodes as they fill in the
space between the rows. The gen-
eral practice is to move the vines
from one side to the other to permit
the plants to be cultivated. This
loosens the vines from the soil. This
practice may reduce the yield if the
purpose of cultivation is merely to
keep the soil loose. If weeds are
heavy, however, and there is danger
of crowding the vines, the weeds may
do more damage than would be done
by moving ihe vines. If the vines are
too vigorous, there may be an ad-
vantage in loosening them from the
soil, thereby reducing the amount of
nitrogen taken into the plant. Stunted
vines, on the other hand, may need
the extra nitrogen, and there is a
good possibility that the yields would
be decreased if they were moved.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Insects do
not cause much trouble in the culture
|pi the crop. The sweet-potato gold
npg occasionally causes some damage
m spots by eating the foliage, particu-
larly early in the season when the
plants are first set out A rotenone
dust will control them to a certain
extent
The sweet-potato weevil causes

considerable trouble in certain sec-
tions of the South. The adults feed
on the leaves and lay eg^s on th*
stems near the ground. These qs
hatch and the larvae feed on the de-
veloping tubers. A program of hy-
giene and arsenical sprays has been
developed to keep this insect under
control.

Wire worms do considerable dam-
age to the tubers during certain sea-
sons, particularly if the harvest sea-
son is especially dry. No control
measures have been worked out for
the wire worm.

Diseases are much more common
and troublesome. Field and storage
diseases take a heavy toll in yean
when wet, cloudy weather prevails.
That is why, when tubers are bedded,
they are usually dipped in a solution
made with one or another of the
organic mercury compounds. Stem
rot makes its appearance early in the
season. It is especially bad where the
plants are stunted for some reason
or other. Growers who use the old
practice of placing the fertilizer along
the row under the plants usually ex-
perience from 10 to 25 percent mor-
tality due to the presence of stem
rot It lives in the soil and infects the
plants when then: resistance is low,
due to fertilizer injury. This disease
is controlled by carefully selecting the
tubers for seed and using new soil in
the plant-growing beds.

Black rot produces blackened areas
on the tubers and may gradually
cause the whole tuber to decay. It
continues to develop in storage. Use
clean seed and rotate the fields where
the crop is grown. Foot rot causes
similar decay of the tubers. Soil stain
or scurf is a brown discoloration of
the skin of the tuber, but is not so
serious as some of the others. Root